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USDA Live GoatGrades

Selection No. 1
Selection No. 2

Selection No. 3

Effective Date: October 2001



USDA SelectioniNo. 1

LLive goats and/or carcasses shall poSsess
a superior meat-type confermation.
Withoeutregard to presence ofiffat:«cover;
they shallbe thickly:muscled throughout
the body asinadicated by the appearance
effmuscling thatis pronouncedovernthe
outside leg, fulllover;the-back:strip, and
moderately thickcover: the outside
shoulder.




~ Selection
Carcass
44 |bs.

Selecton1
88lbs.

50.0% Yield



USDA Selection\No.”2

LLIve goats and/er carcasses shall
POSSESS an average meattype
contermation. Withoutregard to
presence of fat cover; they shall be
moderately muscled throughoutithe
body as Indicated by the appearance of
musecling thatis slightly thickand Iess
proneunced over the outside leg,
slightly full oversthe-back:strip, and
slightly thick<to slightly thin;over the
outside shoulder.



Selection
Carcass
37 Ibs.

Selection 2
79 Ibs.




USDA SetectioniNo.=3

LLive goats and/or carcasses will
POSSESS an INferior meattype
contfermation. Withoutregard to
presence of fat cover; the legs; back;,
and shoulders are narrow In relation
with'1ts length and have-a very angular
and sunken appearance.



Selection 3 Selection 3
50 Ibs. Carcass
Yield 20 Ibs.
40%



Terminology of Meat Goats
Classi(Sex):

BuUcks Intacti(not castrated) male (Billy).

Doe Female (Nanny).

\Wether Castrated male before developing secondary physical
characteristics of a buck (steer).

Age (Maturity):

Kid: Has all baby teeth, 14 months old or less.

Yearling: Has cut its first pair of permanent incisor teeth, but not
the second pair, 14 to 24 months years old.

Goat: Adult, has cut its second pair (or more) of permanent
Incisor teeth. More than 24 months old.




